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dations on my purse," but "inclined to think the Constitution will be adopted by Virginia." l
For the opposition, Oswald, publisher of the "Independent Gazetteer," came on from Philadelphia and arrived in Richmond at the close of the first week's debate. He at once went into secret conference with Henry, Mason, and the other Anti-Constitutionalist leaders. Madison reports to Hamilton that "Oswald of Phila came here on Saturday; and he has closet interviews with the leaders of the opposition." 2 By the same mail Grayson advises the general Anti-Constitutionalist headquarters in New York that he is "sorry . . . that our affairs in the convention are suspended by a hair." Randolph's conduct "has not injured us," writes Grayson, thus proving how poorly the Anti-Constitutionalists estimated the real situation. But they were practical enough to know that "there are seven or eight dubious characters whose opinions are not known" and upon whose decisions the fate of the Constitution "will ultimately depend." Grayson cautions Lamb not to let this get into the newspapers.3
Just what was devised and decided by the leaders of both sides in these behind-the-doors meetings and
1  Morris to Gates, June 12, 1788, supra.  Morris's remark about depredations on his purse may or may not refer to the work of the Convention. He was always talking in this vein about his expenses; he had lost money in his Virginia business ventures; and, having his family with him, may, for that reason, have found his Southern trip expensive. My own belief is that no money was used to get votes; for Henry, Mason, and Grayson surely would have heard of and, if so, denounced such an attempt.
2  Madison to Hamilton, June 9, 1788; Hamilton MSS., Lib. Cong. 8 Grayson to Lamb, June 9,1788; quoted in Leake: Lamb, 311.